Railways to use land bank for freight corridor project (28/10/10)
Indian Railways will use 24,000 acres from its land bank to support the dedicated freight corridor project, thereby ruling out the option of forcible acquisition of farm land, said railways minister Mamta Banerjee while addressing the economic editors’ conference in the capital. 
“We are using our land bank for various railway projects including the dedicated freight corridor (DFC), and there is no need for forcible land acquisition ,” said Ms Banerjee, indicating her stand against the land acquisition bill. “It’s draconian, and against farmers’ interest,” she added.
 
In case the Railways acquire any land, it will be with the consent of the land owner and will come with adequate compensation including a job offer, the minister added. The railways has a land bank of 1.13 lakh acres. 

Ms Banerjee had skipped a recent meeting convened by finance minister Pranab Mukherjee to sort out differences over the Land Acquisition (Amendment) Bill, 2007. 

The railway minister, who has been against forcible land acquisition, had taken a tough stand on land acquisition for industrial projects at Nandigram and Singur in West Bengal. 

The dedicated freight corridor project , which covers the western and the eastern stretch of the country, will augment container transport capacity to meet growing requirement of movement of freight traffic. 
The work on the two stretches of the dedicated freight corridor — the eastern one running from Ludhiana to Dankuni and the western one from Navi Mumbai port to Tughlakhabad — has seen slow progress, leading to significant cost escalation and time overruns. 
Estimated at Rs 49,624 by railway ministry, the corridor may eventually cost Rs 60,000 crore by 2016, when it is scheduled to be completed. The project was initially pegged at Rs 28,000 crore and has significantly jumped the initial cost estimate due to addition of new segments and time overruns. 

The ministry is aiming to cut down its operating expenses to Rs 92,000 crore from Rs 95,000 crore for the year 2010-11 . The department has been hit hard due to multiple factors such as price hike, economic slowdown and the law and order situation, said the minister. She also added that the government would take steps to improve rail safety. “We will provide anti-collision device in every zone,” she said.
Railways to Sign MoU with NTPC for Captive Power Plant in West Bengal 

In a major initiative, the Ministry of Railways takes a step forward in augmenting its own internal power generation to meet its electricity requirements when it is going to sign an Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with National Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC), a PSU under the Ministry of Power, Government of India for a Joint Venture captive power plant at Adra in West Bengal on tomorrow i.e. 31st October 2010. The Adra power plant will have capacity of 1320 MW (2 units of 660 MW, super critical units). This power plant will employ super critical technology which is more environment friendly. The MoU will be signed at a function to be held at Anara near Adra (Purulia District, West Bengal) between the Railways and NTPC in the presence of the Union Minister of Railways, Mamata Banerjee. 

The Minister of States for Rural Development Shri Sisir Kumar Adhikari, Government of India and the Minister of State for Shipping, Government of India, Shri Mukul Roy will also be present on the occasion. Especially present on the occasion among others will be, Member Electrical Railway Board Shri Sudesh Kumar, Member Mechanical, Railway Board, Shri Sanjiv Handa, Member Engineering, Railways Board and General Manager, South Eastern Railway, Shri A.P.Mishra and Chairman cum Managing Director, NTPC, Shri Arup Roy Choudhury. 

In the same function, the Minister of Railways, Mamata Banerjee will also lay the foundation stone for Coach Mid-Life Rehabilitation (MLR) workshop. This will be the second such factory in the Indian Railways after Bhopal. Mid-Life Rehabilitation of coaches breathes life into old coaches and contributes immensely to improve not only their residual service life but also rejuvenate the interiors. The workshop’s output will result in greater availability of coaches. 

The peak power requirement of Railways at present is about 3500 MW and likely to go upto 4500 MW by the end of XII year plant. Railways draws its power from state distribution utilities. Railways own captive power plant will help provide power in a more reliable, cost effective, uninterrupted and at economical manner. The electricity generated by Railways’ own plants will turn out to be cheaper than the power provided by state electricity boards to Railways. 

Earlier, Railways and NTPC jointly set up 1000 MW thermal power plant at Nabinagar in Bihar which is presently under implementation stage. In addition, Railways has already made operational a 10.5 MW Wind Energy plant at Tirunelveli in Tamil Nadu

Performance of Production Units During April – September 2010

Chittranjan Locomotive Works (CLW) produced 108 electric locomotives against the target of 105 electronic locomotives and Diesel Locomotive Works (DLW) produced 112 diesel locomotives against the target of 126 diesel locomotives during April-September 2010. Rail Coach Factory (RCF) produced 810 coaches against the target of 810 coaches where as Integral Coach Factory (ICF) produced 643 coaches against the targets of 735 coaches during the same period. Rail Wheel Factory (RWF) produced 81437 wheels and 36482 axles against the target of 88959 wheels and 33922 axles respectively during April-September 2010. 


During the month of September 2010, CLW, DLW, ICF, RCF and RWF have produced 20 electric locomotives, 14 diesel locomotive, 120 coaches, 135 coaches, 16813 wheels and 7320 axles respectively against the target of 19 electric locomotives, 21 diesel locomotive, 132 coaches, 135 coaches, 16724 wheels and 6468 axels. 


Railways have realized an amount of Rs. 31.49 crore approximately during the month of September 2010 through ticket checking.

